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by Jenny Wagner
STAff wriTEr

NORTH BRUNSWICK — As 
a first-year medical school student 
at Rowan University School of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Jay Darji 
worries a lot about his family’s 
health.

Until last month, the 25-year-
old Lumberton resident was 
uninsured for about a year and 
a half, and his parents still don’t 
have coverage.

“I know the consequences 

of not being on top of routine 
screenings and things going 
unchecked,” Darji said.

His father, Yogesh Darji, 53, 
has Type 2 diabetes, and while he 
tries to manage the disease as best 
he can, any doctor visits or emer-
gencies that may occur mean big 
bills for him and his wife, Sunita 
Darji, 47.

“My parents are business own-
ers, but … recently financially 
things have been tough, and 
insurance was one of the things 

that they had to sacrifice in order 
to keep things afloat with their 
business,” Darji said.

So when Darji heard a recruit-
ment talk by Aakash Shah, of Be 
Jersey Strong, a student-led grass-
roots movement formed to help 
New Jersey residents get health 
insurance, the message really hit 
home.

Soon after, Darji, who turns 26 
next week, got coverage through 
the state’s Medicaid program, NJ 
FamilyCare, and he signed up with 

Be Jersey Strong to be a co-captain 
at his campus in Stratford, lead-
ing student volunteers who will 
help people get covered when open 
enrollment begins Sunday.

In addition to helping the 
community, Darji wants to help 
his parents find an affordable plan 
that they will be willing to pay for 
as well.

“They want to have insurance; 
it’s just the affordability factor,” 
Darji said.

by david Levinsky
STAff wriTEr

TRENTON — With the general 
election just days away, Assembly 
Republican Leader Jon Bramnick 
challenged his Democratic col-
leagues to defend their records on 
New Jersey’s thorniest issue: prop-
erty taxes.

Speaking at a Statehouse news 
conference Thursday, Bramnick 
waved a large stack of petitions and 
letters from residents demanding 
property tax relief in the coming 
year, and said the best way for state 
government to deliver it would 
be for voters to elect a Republican 
majority in the Assembly.

All 80 Assembly seats are up for 
grabs in Tuesday’s election. Demo-
crats have a 48-32 majority.

Last year, the average property 
tax bill in New Jersey rose to $8,161.

“What have the Democrats told 
you about their plan to change 
direction? Nothing,” said Bram-
nick, R-21st of Westfield. “What is 
it about their plan that would instill 
confidence in the people of New 
Jersey that they’re going to do any-
thing different than they’ve done 
for the past 13 years?”

Also with Bramnick on Thurs-
day were fellow Republicans Declan 
O’Scanlon, R-13th of Little Silver; 
Anthony Bucco Jr., R-25th of Boon-
ton; and Dave Rible, R-30th of Wall, 
who complained that GOP bills 
designed to rein in New Jersey’s 
high taxes and cost of living have 
languished in committees.

They cited measures to end 
unused sick-leave payouts to pub-
lic employees and allowing towns 
to opt out of civil service rules that 
they claim can impede shared ser-
vices and municipal mergers.

“We have bills ready for discus-
sion, ready for votes, that could have 
an impact on affordability,” Bucco 
said. “Every day you should be ask-
ing Democratic leadership why they 
haven’t posted these bills.”

phOtOs by WiLLiam thOmas cain / fOr ThE BurLiNgTON COuNTy TiMES
Sgt. 1st Class David Melendez points out armored vehicles to some of the 40 area officials who participated in the honorary 
Commander Boot Camp on Thursday at Joint Base Mcguire-Dix-Lakehurst. Below, a soldier shows a military-issue rifle to 

“campers” (from left) Joanne gianandrea, of Ocean City, Joanna graham, of Mount Laurel, and Anna D’Anna, of west windsor.

GOP 
leader 
calls for 
action
Assembly Republican 
Leader Jon Bramnick 
blasted Democrats for 
failing to rein in property 
taxes, among other issues.

See Tax, Page a3

by david pOrter and Wayne parry
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MOONACHIE — Gov. Chris 
Christie again defended his admin-
istration’s handling of the recovery 
from Superstorm Sandy on Thursday, 
the third anniversary of the storm, 
acknowledging mistakes were made 
but emphasizing they were corrected 
and that the extent of the devastation 
put the state in “uncharted territory.”

The Oct. 29, 2012, storm destroyed 
homes, splintered boardwalks and put 
many businesses out of commission. 
Three years later, at events around the 
state, assessments were made of what 

has been completed 
and what remains to 
be done, including 
getting many strug-
gling residents back 
into their homes.

Christie made his 
remarks at a family-
owned moving com-
pany in Moonachie 
that suffered heavy 
damage when the 

backed-up Hackensack River sent sev-
eral feet of water into the area.

“I’ve said every time since after 
Sandy happened: None of this was 
done perfectly, not by the government 
at the federal level or at the state level 
or at the county and local level, not by 
the nonprofits,” he said. 

Christie defends response  
to superstorm on anniversary
The Republican governor  
and White House hopeful 
said some of the criticisms 
have been valid.

christie

See Sandy, Page a3

good morning to BCT subscriber greg Petruska!
you have Thursday’s windy weather to thank for an upcoming 
weekend leaf-raking binge. Maybe if you give the kids 
enough of that halloween candy they will help with the work.
BBC’s “Antiques roadshow” claims it has found its most 
valuable item in its 38-year history. it was discovered when 
the show traveled to harrogate’s royal hall. while the item 
and its value will not be revealed until the show airs in spring, 
according to a spokesman for the show, “it is a world-famous 

piece owned by a sporting institution.”
My son tells me to expect an addition to 

his family soon. i’m looking forward 
to meeting my new Labrador 

retriever granddog on my next 
visit to South Carolina.

Linda Wondoloski 
lwondoloski@calkins.com

by kristina scaLa
STAff wriTEr

JOINT BASE McGUIRE-DIX-
LAKEHURST — It was an aver-
age day for several military training 
instructors at the joint base Thurs-
day, ordering 40 cadets to shift lines, 
stand at attention, and pick up the pace. 

But for more than three dozen civilian “com-
manders” scrambling to respond to orders, it wasn’t 
a drill. It was boot camp.

These 40 civic leaders were nominated by mem-
bers of their communities or organizations to par-
ticipate in the base’s Honorary Commander Boot 
Camp.

Founded in 2012, the boot camp educates com-
munity leaders on the inner workings of military 
training. They learn fundamentals typically taught 
to a cadet in an eight-week training session.

But they don’t have weeks. Instead, they are 
initiated during a six-hour crash course on what’s 

ACA enrollment focuses on the uninsured
Where to go for help
www.healthCare.gov
www.enrollamerica.org
www.CoverNJ.org
New Jersey Citizen Action:  
973-273-0315 or 888-829-3711
Center for family Services: 
877-922-2377
Virtua: 888-847-8823
Lourdes health System: 
1-856-624-7142

See aCa, Page a2

Commanders for a day
Civilians are put through the paces at joint base boot camp.

military pointers

See Camp, Page a3
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LOTTERIES Thurs., 10-29-15 ONLINE POLLS

PENNSYLVANIA
Cash 5: 11-15-26-31-32
Match 6: 4-11-17-33-41-48
Pick 2 Day: 0-5
Pick 2 Evening: 5-0
Pick 3 Day: 0-3-8
Pick 3 Evening: 3-9-1
Pick 4 Day: 7-2-1-7
Pick 4 Evening: 5-6-9-9
Pick 5 Day: 2-6-4-9-9
Pick 5 Evening: 5-6-3-6-1
Treasure Hunt: 
9-13-15-27-30

NEW JERSEY
Pick 3: 4-2-0

Pick 4: 8-3-8-5

Cash 5: 4-20-26-35-41

Pick 6: 8-21-28-43-45-

48 2

Midday Pick 3: 2-9-0

Midday Pick 4: 9-9-6-0

www.burlingtoncountytimes.com

Do you think Secret Service 
agents caught sleeping on the 

job should be fired?

What’s your favorite type  
of Halloween candy?

A. Chocolate, B. Skittles, C. Candy 
Corn, D. None of the above

DC 77% 23%

Vote in our latest poll

56°
32°
Mostly  
sunny.

TODAY

MULTI-STATE LOTTERIES
Thurs., 10-29-15
Cash4Life: 10-31-
32-34-51 4

Wed., 10-28-15
Powerball: 4-54-
56-62-63 10

Tues., 10-27-15
Mega Millions: 
9-26-27-29-74 4

@BurlcoTimes

facebook.com/burlington 
countytimes

correction
The Voters Guide, published Thursday, had the incorrect age for Maureen Smith-
Hartman, a Republican candidate for the Westampton Township Committee. She is 65.

Three years after the 
Affordable Care Act’s main 
provisions took effect, it’s 
people like Darji and his 
parents, who have been unin-
sured and have questions and 
concerns about coverage and 
affordability, that enrollment 
assisters and groups, includ-
ing Be Jersey Strong, are try-
ing to reach.

But that goal will be 
harder to achieve this open 
enrollment period, said 
Maura Collinsgru, health 
care program director at 
New Jersey Citizen Action, 
a consumer organization 
that works with a coalition 
of more than 60 partners 
called NJ for Health Care 
to provide enrollment help, 
outreach and education in 
the state and in Burlington 
County.

About 9.9 million people 
got coverage through the 
state and federal market-
places as of the end of June, 
including nearly 200,000 
New Jersey residents, accord-
ing to the most recent data 
from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.

In September, HHS 
reported that an estimated 
17.6 million uninsured 
people have gained health 
insurance coverage since 
Jan. 1, 2014, when combin-
ing marketplace enrollment 
with Medicaid programs and 
other individual plans.

The uninsured rate has 
fallen to 12.6 percent across 
the country as of the third 
quarter of 2015, down from 
20.3 percent in the same 
quarter two years before.

While there may not be 
debilitating website traffic 
on HealthCare.gov or long 
lines of people at enroll-
ment events this season, it 
doesn’t mean less work for 
enrollment assisters such as 
Collinsgru.

The Affordable Care Act 
in New Jersey has been a 
“success,” Collinsgru said, 
because nearly 700,000 peo-
ple got coverage through the 
health insurance marketplace 
or Medicaid during the first 
two open enrollment periods.

“Those who were most 
anxious and most hungry 
to get the insurance came 
in early,” she said. But the 
harder-to-reach populations 
are still out there.

In a September speech at 
Howard University College 
of Medicine in Washing-
ton, HHS Secretary Sylvia 
M. Burwell agreed that this 
enrollment period will be a 
challenge.

“But while those remain-
ing uninsured may be harder 
to reach, we’re working 
smarter to reach them. We 
know Americans are depend-
ing on us, and we’re doing 
everything we can to help 
them find the coverage they 
need,” Burwell said.

A Kaiser Family Founda-
tion report earlier this month 
showed that 40 percent of 
uninsured people come from 
low-income working fami-
lies, and that people of color 
are at higher risk of being 
uninsured.

940,000 remAin uninsured
In New Jersey, more than 

940,000 people remain unin-
sured. Of those, 36 percent, 
or about 335,000 people, are 
eligible for Medicaid, and 
14 percent, or about 131,000 
people, are eligible for tax 
credits in the marketplace, 
according to another Kaiser 
report in October.

“So, there’s a lot of people 
out there, that basically 
there’s money on the table, 
and that’s really the message 
that we’re trying to get out,” 
Collinsgru said.

Another 50 percent of 
uninsured people in New Jer-
sey are ineligible for financial 
assistance because of income, 
citizenship, or because they 
can get insurance through 
work, according to Kaiser.

The grass-roots enroll-
ment coalition — which, 
in addition to Collinsgru’s 
organization, includes the 
Healthcare Foundation of 
New Jersey, Be Jersey Strong 
and Faith in New Jersey, to 
name a few — has been strat-
egizing for months on how to 
maximize enrollment capac-
ity throughout the state.

The members work 
together to cover everyone, 
everywhere. For instance, if 
one group needs to provide 
enrollment assistance in a 
language spoken by a student 
volunteer with Be Jersey 
Strong, Shah can send that 
volunteer to help.

It takes some creative 
thinking sometimes to find 
the people who are not being 
reached, said Robin Stock-
ton, director of the navigator 
exchange program for the 
Center for Family Services, 
which receives federal fund-
ing to provide enrollment 
assistance in the seven coun-
ties in South Jersey, includ-
ing Burlington.

“It’s broader than just 
health insurance enrollment; 
it’s understanding the com-
munities that we’re working 
in and serving,” Stockton 
said.

Neil Deegan, Pennsylva-
nia director for Enroll Amer-
ica, which helps support the 
coalition’s efforts in New Jer-
sey, said a lack of knowledge 

about options and eligibility 
as well as other barriers such 
as language prevent many of 
the people who remain unin-
sured from getting coverage.

“For many folks, it’s 
because for so long they’ve 
been told that they can’t 
afford it … or they have a 
pre-existing condition and 
they are uninsurable. And 
those things are no longer 
true,” Deegan said.

Certified application 
counselors and navigators, 
who are trained to provide 
free, unbiased help with 
health insurance coverage, 
as well as organizations such 
as Enroll America, say they 
also will be encouraging oth-
ers who already have a plan 
to check out their options 
before they automatically are 
re-enrolled.

According to the most 
recent county-level data from 
Health and Human Services, 
more than 11,752 market-
place plans were selected in 
Burlington County during 
the last open enrollment 
from Nov. 15, 2014, through 
Feb. 15, and the first few 
days of special enrollments 
through Feb. 22. Of those, 
more than 2,800 were auto-
matic re-enrollments.

“Even if people are happy 
with their plan, we really 
encourage them to come 
back into the marketplace 
and review what’s out there,” 
Deegan said.

This week, HHS 
announced that there will 
be a 5 percent increase for 
“second-lowest-cost silver 
plans” offered in New Jersey 
in 2016, which are the plans 
used by the government to 
determine tax subsidies.

About 83 percent of 
people who have enrolled 
through the marketplace in 
New Jersey receive such sub-
sidies, which average about 

$306 per month, according to 
HHS. And about 38 percent 
of New Jersey marketplace 
enrollees got coverage for 
$100 or less in 2015.

The different metal lev-
els categorize plans in the 
marketplace based on costs. 
For example, at the bronze 
level, generally premiums 
are lower but copays are 
higher, and at the platinum 
level, generally premiums are 
higher and copays are lower.

In 2016, a 40-year-old 
making $30,000 per year in 
Burlington City could see 
premiums between $171 and 
$207, according to figures 
through Enroll America’s 
online Get Covered Calcula-
tor tool.

When open enrollment 
begins, Enroll America plans 
to roll out a new tool on its 
website to help people more 
easily compare different 
plans and what they include, 
such as access to a specific 
doctor or drug, Deegan said. 
It also provides a locator 
tool to find local enrollment 
assistance, as does CoverNJ.
org, which is operated by 
the enrollment coalition and 
New Jersey Citizen Action.

‘heAlth insurAnce  
is AFFOrdAble’

“What we do feel confi-
dent in is health insurance 
is affordable,” Deegan said. 
“There have been increases 
in some plans, but there is a 

huge variety of plans that are 
available on the marketplace 
to meet every need and every 
person.”

Cost is almost always the 
first thing people look for 
when selecting a plan, Stock-
ton said. And in Burlington 
County, her navigators also 
get a lot of questions about 
utilization of plans, as well as 
hospital access and tiering.

The latter two issues are 
at the center of a statewide 
controversy surrounding 
Horizon Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of New Jersey’s new 
lower-cost OMNIA Health 
Alliance plans, which reward 
consumers who use select 
doctors and hospitals.

Horizon, which is the 
state’s largest insurer, 
announced the new plans last 
month. They feature lower 
premiums and out-of-pocket 
costs for consumers who use 
hospitals and doctors that 
are partnering in its alliance, 
as well as 12 other hospitals 
identified as Tier 1 providers.

The alliance and Tier 
1 list excludes some New 
Jersey hospitals, notably all 
three of Burlington County’s 
acute-care hospitals: Virtua 
Memorial in Mount Holly, 
Virtua Marlton in Evesham, 
and Lourdes Medical Cen-
ter of Burlington County in 
Willingboro.

Horizon’s selections 
sparked an outcry from some 
hospitals and state lawmak-
ers, who fear that those hos-
pitals will be at a competitive 
disadvantage and that the 
insurer’s choices will impact 
access to care.

Horizon officials have 
said the new plans are 
intended to begin reducing 
the cost curve in health care. 
The company continues 
to offer its broad network 
plans, which include the 
three county hospitals, and 
consumers who purchase the 
new OMNIA plans will not 
be penalized for using those 
network hospitals, although 
the enhanced savings will be 
reserved for trips to the alli-
ance and Tier 1 hospitals.

Helping consumers sort 
through these types of issues 
is one of the tasks the Center 
for Family Services performs.

They help explain terms 
such as “in-network” and 
“preferred hospital” and 
the differences between an 
HMO, PPO and EPO. And 

the navigator group also pro-
vides support for people after 
they’ve enrolled in a plan, 
or with troubleshooting and 
advocacy when they experi-
ence snags.

“We really will stick with 
somebody start to finish,” 
Stockton said. “And part of 
that is because we have really 
been charged with focusing 
on the quality of the work 
more so than the quantity of 
the work.

“Of course, we want to 
enroll as many people as 
possible, but we really have 
been charged with, ‘Do the 
right job by each consumer 
you work with.’ And that’s 
a lovely way to work, truth-
fully,” she said.

Working with a navigator 
or another enrollment assis-
ter increases the chances that 
a person will get covered, 
said Carol Lynn Daly, mar-
keting director for Lourdes 
Health System. While it 
doesn’t provide enrollment 
assistance to the general pub-
lic, Lourdes works with the 
coalition and has conducted 
focus groups on the barriers.

“It’s the intimidation of 
dealing with this stuff and 
the lack of understanding,” 
Daly said.

In addition, a survey by 
the Commonwealth Fund 
earlier this year found that 
eight out of 10 people who 
got coverage through the 
marketplace or Medicaid 
received help in the enroll-
ment process.

People who want to 
get help should make an 
appointment sooner rather 
than later this year, as the 
open enrollment period 
begins Sunday and lasts 
through Jan. 31 — shorter 
than in previous years.

Dec. 15 is the last day to 
register for coverage that 
begins Jan. 1. In addition, 
people who don’t sign up by 
the end of January and who 
don’t qualify for a special 
enrollment period because 
of a life event such as a wed-
ding or a move could face a 
steep penalty at tax time the 
following year for not having 
coverage.

The fine applying to 2016 
will go up to $695 per unin-
sured adult or 2.5 percent of 
the household income.
Jenny Wagner: 215-949-5718;  
email: jwagner@calkins.com;  
Twitter: @ATJWagner.
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Jenny WAgner / STAFF
Maura Collinsgru (left), health care program director for 
New Jersey Citizen Action, listens as William McGee, 

of Jewish Renaissance Medical Center, answers a 
question about the Affordable Care Act written on a 

beach ball during an icebreaker activity at a “Get Covered 
Academy” training for enrollment assisters on Friday.

Opening NOVEMBER 11 in DELRAN

Non-appointment, walk-in urgent care 
for routine injuries and illnesses. 
365 days a year, 8 am to 10 pm.
• Staffed by board certified physicians
• X-rays, lab tests, and prescription drugs on-site
• 61 locations in the mid-Atlantic region
• Most major insurance plans accepted – 

your claims filed for you
• Less costly than the ER

Delran
4000 Route 130 N.
Building C
(856) 705-0685
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Alexandr Zaslavsky, M.D., Medical Director
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